Act. 33-34.] SWIFT DEFENDING THE   WHIGS.            II
sake of that country, had inflamed the popular feeling to such
an extent as to give the Tories, then in opposition, an admirable
opportunity for attack upon the Whig ministers. In February
170$ an election had given the Tories a decisive majority in
the Commons. A violent attack upon William's Partition
Treaty followed, and an impeachment was resolved upon
against Lord Somers, the Earl of Portland, the Earl of Orford,
and Lord Halifax. They were the statesmen of the Whig
party who stood highest in character, in ability, and in personal
attachment to the King: and the blow struck at them was in
reality aimed at William, and was inspired by not a little Jaco-
bite intent. The situation was now at its worst, and none could
foretell to what extravagances party rancour might proceed.
At this juncture Swift arrived. His first direct intervention in
political strife was as the anonymous author of a tract, On the
Dissensions at Athens and Rome^ which drew a parallel between
the existing state of things and some of the violent outbursts
by which the Athenians and the Romans made wreck of their
liberties.
The Tory triumph was short-lived. The acknowledgment of
the Pretender by Louis XIV roused all the Anti-Catholic
fervour of the nation. WTilliam found himself once more hailed
as the Saviour of the People. He could safely appeal to the
polling booths: and a new election in November 1701, made
that party triumphant whose leaders Swift had likened to the
loftiest characters in Athenian and Roman history. His author-
ship, at first doubtful, and then, it would appear, generally
recognised, secured for Swift friends of power in the dominant
faction, and he might reasonably have cherished the hope of
rapid and secure advancement.
Swift returned to his home in Ireland in the autumn of 1701;
and it marks his sense that Ireland was, for some years at least,
to be his permanent abiding-place, that, by his persuasion,
Esther Johnson, and her companion, Rebecca Dingley, came
over to Ireland to reside in his neighbourhood, fand to continue
that bond of untiring and unselfish affection which was to link
the name of Stella for ever with that of Swift, in a tie that was
not less close than it was mysterious.